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Community Announcements 

Industry Expansions 
 

Cullman County 
 
Topre America, a Japanese-based automotive metal stamping 
parts producer, is expanding its distribution footprint in Cullman 
with a $17.5M expansion that will create 50 new jobs. Cullman, AL 
was chosen as Topre’s first manufacturing location in the U.S. and 
this facility has expanded numerous times since opening in 2003.  

 
 

 

Madison County 
 
Adtran, a Huntsville-based telecommunications equipment manu-
facturing company, will invest up to $5M creating 300 new jobs at 
its state-of-the-art manufacturing facility located in Cummings Re-
search Park, to increase US production capacity of advanced tele-
communications equipment. This expansion of Adtran’s current 
US production of optical line termination (OLT) equipment and the 
preparation to onshore the manufacturing of optical network ter-
minals (ONTs) is a step forward in Adtran’s decades-long journey 
to make communications simpler and more affordable for millions 
of Americans.  
 
 

Kommerling USA, located in Chase Industrial Park, is investing 
$12.6M as they add two new production lines to manufacture 
window and door profiles. This investment is expected to cre-
ate 30 new jobs.  
 

Groundbreaking 

Updates 

Cullman Electric Cooperative was pleased to learn the Alabama Depart-
ment of Economic & Community Affairs (ADECA) announced it has ap-
proved a grant for $4,579,716.92 to assist the Co-op with its Sprout Fiber 
internet project. The grant will help provide access for 1,356 households, 
businesses and community anchors in parts of Cullman, Morgan and 
Winston counties, moving Cullman Electric closer to its ultimate goal of 
providing Sprout Fiber Internet to all co-op members.  
 

Pryor Field Regional Airport, one of the busiest general aviation air-
ports in Alabama, is undergoing major upgrades in 2023/24 including 
recent dedication of two areas totaling over 100 acres for development 
to support business aviation and maintenance, repair, & overhaul (MRO) 
facilities in Tanner, AL. 
 

Huntsville International Airport is one of five airports in the nation  
participating in a national safety initiative with the FAA for the benefit of 
all airports to study the risks associated with unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS), commonly referred to as drones, in the airspace.  

Snead State Community College has broken ground on a new 45,000SF 
Workforce Skills Training Center in Boaz, AL. This training center will be 
home to four career and technical education programs, including HVAC, 
welding technology, machine tool technology, and industrial systems 
technology with additive manufacturing. In addition, the center will have 
adaptable and flexible space to interchange programs as needed by the 
local workforce. 
 

Huntsville Logistics Center, a 4-building industrial park in Limestone 
County, will eventually grow to over 2 million SF. Delivery of the first 
building is expected the first quarter of 2024 with space sizes from 
126,900SF up to 1,261,980SF available for lease.  
 

Product Development 

Milestones and Achievements 
 
New sites & buildings under development and available soon include:     

 
For more information on these properties or any other available build-
ing or site related requirements you or your clients may be seeking 
please contact us at 256.353.9450 or send us an email: 
 
Brooks Kracke—bkracke@naida.com or Jason Wright—jwright@naida.com 
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NAIDA Platinum Corporate Partner: 

TVA is adding additional 
generation capacity with 
three new natural-gas 
turbines at the Colbert 
Combustion Turbine. 
This generation is sched-
uled to be operational by 
the end of 2023. 

Updates 

The Project of the Year was awarded by the Associated Builders and 
Contractors (ABC) North Alabama chapter to Brasfield & Gorrie for 
its work on the Alabama School of Cyber Technology and Engineer-
ing, which opened in August 2022.  

Marketing 

Tradeshows and Update Luncheons 
 

The Battery Show—Several North Alabama communities traveled 

with NAIDA to Novi, MI as we exhibited at The Battery Show for our 
third year in a row. Numerous industry contacts and project leads 
were gathered and will be cultivated over the months and years to 
come.  

Detroit Economic Development Update Luncheon—NAIDA 

also hosted our second Economic Development Update Luncheon for 
industry consultants, local existing industry contacts, and site selection 
consultants located in the Detroit area. Kevin Taylor, Deputy Director 
of Alabama Industrial Development Training (AIDT) presented an up-
date on statewide training efforts and new training developments in 
North Alabama. 

 Media 

Alabama’s exports surged to over $25.5 billion in 2022 eclipsing 
the previous annual record of $21.7 billion set in 2017. In 2022, 
shipments of Alabama-made goods went to 196 countries.  
Alabama’s Top-5 export destinations were: 
   Germany:  $4.3 billion 
   China:   $3.8 billion 
   Canada:  $3.2 billion 
   Mexico:  $2.8 billion 
   Japan:   $1.0 billion 

Congratulations to ULA on the completion of the 1st Vulcan 
rocket built in their 1.6 million SF production facility in Decatur. 
This rocket has made its way via barge (ULA Rocket Ship) to the 
launch site in Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

Huntsville has been named the second-best place to live in the 
United States by U.S. News & World Report’s 2023-2024 rankings. 
The city’s thriving job market, low cost of living and high quality of 
life were cited as the primary reasons for its top ranking. 
 

Huntsville ranked #4 in the Most Prosperous Cities in America.      
6 metrics were analyzed including population growth changes, 
home value changes an income changes between 2017 and 2021, 
in addition to current unemployment, poverty and education 
rates. —MyEListing.com 

Huntsville, AL Earns First Place Rankings 
 

Best Place to Live for Families—US News & World Report 
The #1 metro area that meets the most important criteria for  
families looking to relocate is Huntsville, AL, according to US News 
& World Report. To help find the right metro area for raising children, 
U.S. News & World Report started with the Best Places to Live in the 
U.S. rankings for 2023-2024, then weighted affordability, quality of 
life, and job market equally. Also taken into consideration is the quali-
ty of high school education, average commute time, crime rate, and 
the area’s overall well-being and access to top-notch health care.  

 

Best Job Market—SmartAsset 
In their 2023 Study of Best Job Markets, SmartAsset ranked Hunts-
ville, AL #1 out of 340 of the largest U.S. cities. Numerous catego-
ries were evaluated including unemployment rate, median income to 
housing payment ratio, commuting times, percentage of workers who 
have private health insurance through their employer, and recent in-
come growth. “Huntsville is fairly inexpensive to live in based on aver-
age job pay. On average, housing costs make up only 15.9% of the an-
nual median salary… The average commute time is 19.2 minutes, alt-
hough 21.1% of the workforce here was remote. Just over 82% of 
workers get health insurance through their jobs, and the median in-
come grew 30% between 2019 and 2021.” 
 
 



 

 


